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 Hermiston Irrigation District

Board of Directors

February 15, 2018
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Bergstrom called the February Board Meeting of the Hermiston Irrigation District Board of Directors to order at 4:00 p.m. at the Hermiston Irrigation District office.  Also present at the meeting were Directors Ian Findley, Wes Locke and Len Jeppeson; District Manager Annette Kirkpatrick; Field Manager Mike Christley; and patron Jackie Kalberer.  Director Jeremy Bolen was excused.
GUESTS:  Ms. Kalberer did not have any business to bring before the Board.
MINUTES: The Board reviewed the minutes of the January 11, 2018 Organizational Board Meeting.  Director Findley moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Director Locke seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS & VOUCHERS:  The Board reviewed the 2018 year-to-date Profit & Loss Report.  The January 2017 banking statements were reviewed and initialed. The Check/Voucher Approval Report was reviewed and initialed, vouchers 41998 through 42068 were approved. 
OLD BUSINESS
CTUIR/HID WATER RIGHTS TRADE: District Manager Kirkpatrick stated that she called Joe Ely on February 13, 2018 for an update on the tribal water rights trade.  He stated that they are making progress with the small ditch companies and believed that he was waiting for approval from HID and SID regarding updated draft language. She also stated that the District’s attorney is still waiting on information that was requested from the Bureau of Reclamation federal negotiating team regarding contract language.  There is no action to take at this time. 
WATER RIGHTS PROJECT/IN-STREAM: Manager Kirkpatrick reported that EA Engineering Science & Technology, Inc. has completed their work to identify lands that need to be beneficially irrigated or transferred.  They provided the District with a complete database and imagery maps.  They have also completed the mapping for the purpose of transferring those acres in-stream for 2018.
NEW BUSINESS
CHANGE BOARD MEETING DATE: It was the consensus of the Board to change the March Board meeting to March 22, 2018 so that Manager Kirkpatrick may attend the OWRC Managers’ Workshop and Board Meeting.
SDAO BOARD PRACTICES ASSESSMENT:  SDAO is offering an on-site Best Practices Assessment to 30 special districts in 2018.  This assessment is designed to be performed by the full board.  It helps districts review things like policies, procedures, budget, operational compliance, personnel administration, and customer relations.  The Managers and Board reviewed the program and decided that HID would pass on the assessment this year as space is limited.
PROJECTS AND DEVELOPMENTS:  Manager Kirkpatrick gave a brief update on many of the projects and developments going on in our area.  HID has completed the D-Line piping project behind the Hermiston Junior Academy.  Removing approximately 650’ of open ditch and 650’ of concrete pipe with 1,300 feet of pvc pipe.  Resulting in a safer area with a high population of children, improving farm land by relocating the service road and water conservation.

HID anticipates partnering with the City of Hermiston this spring/summer to replace concrete pipe on 7th St south of Highland Ave, clearing the area around the drain on 9th and Juniper, and enhancing the drain located at Belt Park.
Other developments of interest to the District are the Lloyd Road Improvement District’s desire to pave Lloyd Rd over the I-Line, the drain on the Bonney Property located northwest of Hermiston near the Umatilla River, the Wolf Run Development along the Maxwell Canal, the Aspen development along the 4th St drain, and a potential development in Stanfield along the Feed Canal.
FIELD REPORT Field Manager Christley reported that the Feed Canal has ran all month and if the river stays up, we will have our full entitlement in about four weeks.  The field crew is installing new deliveries and then they will work on panel replacements in the A-Line for a couple of weeks.  He also discussed the 7th St drain in more detail and talked about work being done at Cold Springs in preparation of the upcoming federal inspection.
MANAGER’S REPORT Manager Kirkpatrick went through the calendar of events with the Board as listed on the agenda. 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Director Findley moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:16 p.m.  Director Locke seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
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