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Hermiston Irrigation District

Board of Directors

May 9, 2024
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Findley called the May Regular Board Meeting of the Hermiston Irrigation District Board of Directors to order at 4:05 p.m.
ROLL CALL: Business Manager Nash recorded all in attendance. Present at the meeting were Directors Bryan Allstott, Ian Findley, and Bryon Zumwalt; District Manager Annette Kirkpatrick; Field Manager Wyatt Cleaver; Business Manager Sonia Nash; and Water Rights Specialist/CSR Karra Van Fossen. Directors Bolen and Wallace were not in attendance. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None
GUESTS: No Guests were in attendance.
NEW AGENDA ITEMS TO CONSIDER: Nothing to be added to New Business.

MINUTES: The Board reviewed the minutes of the April 11, 2024 Regular Board Meeting. Director Zumwalt moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Director Allstott seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS & VOUCHERS: The Board reviewed and approved the April 2024 Profit & Loss Report and Check Voucher Report. The Board reviewed and approved the accounts payable receipts and Bank Statements.  Business Manager Nash gave a report of the District’s financial standing. 

Business Manager Nash advised the Board that collection calls were made today and would continue to be made tomorrow, May 10, 2024 and that there remains approximately $235,318.48 in outstanding account receivables, with $8,681.24 of that remaining from previous years.

District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that FCA continues to reimburse the District and should be seeing funds next week for approximately $23,000.00. 
District Manager Kirkpatrick also reported to the Board that HID is still in a holding pattern with Oregon Emergency Management on the $317,0000.00 Reimbursement and is unsure as to when HID will be receiving those funds. Due to this, HID will be requesting a draw in the amount of $500,000.00 from HID’s Banner Bank Revolving Line of Credit Account. She stated that she has a meeting set with the loan officer at Banner Bank on May 15, 2024 and stated that if HID does not receive FEMA/OEM funds by June 30, 2024 HID will have to convert the Banner Bank Revolving Line of Credit Account to a standard Banner Bank loan.
FIELD MANAGER’S REPORT:  Field Manager Cleaver reported to the Board that the Field Crew members have been conducting regular maintenance, spraying & mowing throughout the District, and responding to patron phone calls and/or issues.

Field Manager Cleaver reported to the Board that the M-Line at Moe Lane blew out again on May 1, 2024. Crews turned down the system, made notices, repaired the line, poured concrete on May 4, 2024 and intend to remove the dams and open the M-Line again on May 8, 2024. 
District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that the system is running low due to lack of demand. Hermiston received 1.39” of rainfall on May 5, 2024 and demand dropped off drastically. HID is currently diverting 63 cfs from Cold Springs Reservoir and 23 cfs of that is making it to the tail of the A-Line. It is anticipated that once crews open the M-Line on May 8, 2024 and the weather warms up in the next couple of days that we will see demand rise again.

Field Manager Cleaver reported that C& E Trenching placed forms for the concrete curb & drain pad that needs to be placed on the Maxwell Pumpstation. Concrete will be poured tomorrow, May 10, 2024.

OLD BUSINESS
WATERSHED PLAN-EA NRCS/FCA WORK: District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that Field Manager Cleaver, Water Rights Specialist Karra Van Fossen along with herself met with the FCA staff to discuss specifics on the lines that are part of the Modernization Plan. USDA and FCA staff will be in Hermiston on May 28, 2024 to do a site visit of the lines that are part of the Modernization Plan.
CTUIR FEDERAL TRIBAL WATER RIGHT SETTLEMENT: There has been no movement on this item.

THEATER LANE LAND SALE: There has been no movement on this item.

NEW BUSINESS

CLAIMS AND PROPERTY INSURANCE: District Manager Kirkpatrick requested input from the Board on a couple of matters occurring within the District.
1. Echo West Vineyard – This claim is a result of the January 2023 Feed Canal break. The break happened above Terry Fife’s property. The water went across the property and back into the Umatilla River. Bob and Gina Tyhuis state that they farm organic crops on this property. They submitted a bill for the soil testing and for hand lines that were damaged. The hand lines were in the blackberry bushes up along the canal slope and were not seen by the equipment operator before he started working in the area. They are requesting reimbursement of $2,000.00 for the handlines and soil testing. After some Discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to see if repairs could be made on the handlines or if anything was salvageable, if not then HID would reimburse for some of the hand lines and testing.
2. Devin & Rebecca Pettey – The Pettey’s purchased property along the M-Line in 2021. Their pump house and intake sit below the level of the canal. They winterized their system and left their valve open that goes from the ditch to their pump house. Water got into his pump house when drain water was diverted down the M-Line during winter maintenance. Mr. Pettey is now requesting that HID pay for a new motor for his pump. After some Discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to not reimburse Mr. & Mrs. Pettey.
3. Jim Doherty (Kik Lands) Inquiry – HID received a request from the insurance carrier of Jim and Kelly Doherty asking for records of when HID staff entered the Kik lands on or about March 30, 2024. One of the Doherty’s cows were struck and killed by a semi-truck on Hwy 730 at 10:00 pm that night. HID staff was in the area the day before, on March 29, 2024, no later than 3:00 pm. Informational nothing to bring to the Board.
4. Alan Heel Criminal Matter – District Manager Kirkpatrick and Field Manager Cleaver responded to a call on April 19, 2024. The caller stated that their neighbor, Alan Heel, had water running onto Banks Ln. When we arrived on site, we found that Mr. Heel had inserted a hose into a traffic cone and pointed it towards the dirt road. That water was coming from a spigot that gets water from HID. District Manager Kirkpatrick went onto the Heel property and shut off the hose. Informational with the possibility of becoming an encroachment, legal and/or criminal matter.
NON-ACTION ITEMS
FEMA-MAXWELL PUMP STATION AND PIPELINE PROJECT: District Manager Kirkpatrick reported to the Board that C&E Trenching is working on the final punch list for the Maxwell Project. There were unanticipated results such as the water from the screen cleaning bars spraying the pad behind the screens and causing water to pool up next to the pad that is eroding the bare land within the work area, installation of a communication module to allow our pump station to relay information to the State and Federal Hydromet sites, and to install disconnects on the screens and spray bars as required by the Bureau. 

MANAGER’S REPORT: District Manager Kirkpatrick went through the calendar of events with the Board as listed on the agenda.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, Director Zumwalt moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:40 p.m.  Director Allstott seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
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